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This was his last experience of utter misery. Although but
forty-four years old, the weary Paracelsus longed for rest.
HOMECOMING
Throughout all these twelve years Theophrastus had not seen
his father and in all his wanderings had avoided Villach. The
praise which he lavished on "my first teacher" is in strange con-
trast with the absence of any known correspondence between
the two. In the meanwhile Wilhelm von Hohenheim had died,
a highly respected citizen, doctor, and teacher.
In 1537, Paracelsus returned home to take possession of the
estate, but the citizens of Villach did not consider him a desir-
able successor. During a church service which he attended, the
doctors of the town staged a demonstration, demanding that
he leave town immediately. Paracelsus this time did not resort
to litigation or try to force his presence upon the inhospitable
population. He went to St. Veith, about twenty miles from
Villach and ten miles from Klagenfurth, the capital of Carinthia,,
where he had friends at the Archbishop's court. His aim was to
stay in the country, to give up wandering, to settle down. When
Albert Basa, court physician of the Polish King, called him to
Cracow, he declined.
This invitation shows how far Paracelsus' fame had reached.
Despite his misfortunes, his ability as a healer was no longer
contested. His cures were praised by such men as Rheticus (the
popularizer of Copernicus). He was consulted by high function-
aries of the Hapsburg administration, among them the Baron
von Sonnegg, Governor of Styria.
Yet he was unable to secure a position of permanence, to
settle down in Carinthia. Despite desperate efforts to placate
the Carinthian Diet, the expected favors were stubbornly with-